
across
 1  Those with a common ancestor, see, put on board (5)
 8  Initially rather proper, before love (5)
 12  It doesn’t necessarily mean rhyming in deployment of 
  note/lote round hokku’s end (13)
 13  Tea supplying energy after study (5)
 14  Drunken bar where diamonds are found? Jewellers made
   it up (7)
 15  Baptismal robe, most rich in embroidery (8)
 17  SI unit end of a lecture brought to the fore (5)
 18  It enables a gun to pivot in turn when moved about (8)
 23  Descriptive of a valve sat uncomfortably in stomach (8)
 25  Master at a loss with hard insolence (5)
 27  I may play composition of Satie, with 50% Chopin (8)
 28  Flowers ships conveyed westwards (7)
 29  Bones? Studied old couple from Roman times (5)
 30  It disperses fevers, in fairness (13)
 31  Touches of yellow and red distinguishing some gardens (5)
 32  Found in tea glass, we should be sent back! (5)

Down
 1  An old woman with sun screen above her little darling (11)
 2  Sub with chart entered wee stretch of water (6)
 3  Special deal for atomiser? Write off (8)
 4  Wrinkly holds one up saying no (6)
 5  Loaf little one’s consumed in pen (6)
 6  Gunners, model side on the outside, clobbered, losing 
  heart (11)
 7  Grand border but it’s lacking light (4)
 8  A single leg bone (6)
 9  Emphasize unpleasantly it’s an old stone (5)
 10  Mother keeping close to monkey (4)
 11  Rebuff received by Harold? (11, 4 words)
 16  Contemplation about lives showing ill-treatment (8)
 19  James, about to dress up, calling for income from
   land-holders (6)
 20  Male’s internal organs in meat wagon (6)
 21  Gaelic speaker set about translation of Ido (6)
 22  Home of salt, famously – I act differently after even pinches 

of it (6)
 24  Cold viands, say, half of it served up with a certain topping(5)
 26  Earth: parts of grave regularly covering one (4)
 27  Sidewalk lip a vehicle conceals (4)

rules anD requests
Send solution and clue as indicated (on 
separate sheet also bearing name and 
address, securely attached) to Azed 
No. 2,086, PO Box 518, Oxford, OX2 
6WX. Entries should be postmarked no 
later than Saturday. Please add a brief 
explanation of your clue (one entry 
only). £35, £30, £25 prizes and Azed 
bookplates for the three clues judged 
best. The Azed Slip, containing details 
of successful competition entries 
and Azed’s comments, is available on 
subscription at £13 a year for 13 issues 
(£16 for overseas subscribers). Cheques 
payable to the Azed Slip, should be sent to 
The Azed Slip, Coombe Farm, Awbridge, 
Romsey SO51 0HN. To receive a sample 
slip, please send an sae to this address.

Across  12, i.e. a No. 1 (rev.); 13, c arm in anag.; 
15, co(r)don; 16, see stallion; lore + t, t, e; 20, 
i.e. tie ring; 22, anag. in CD; 27, in dia(mond); 
ref. ‘the jewel in the crown’; 30, art (rev.) in 
anag. + R; 31, comp. anag.; 32, are n in ink 
(rev.).
Down  1, pop in ale + anag.; 2, i.e. (CA)nada; 3, 
Dr + o + anag.; 4, sv tabula; 5, i.e. cot in cote; 
6, c in nare + en; 7, (an)timon(y); 17, I nay in 
Han a; 18, E song up (all rev.); 21, Ida + lian(a); 
29, hidden. 
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The Chambers Dictionary (2014) is recommended.

Prize rules
£25 in book tokens for the  
first three correct solutions  
opened. Solutions  postmarked 
 no later than Saturday to  
AzeD No. 2,286, The Observer,  
90 York Way, London N1  9GU
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