
across
	 1 	Muti going wild in Bach’s variation – it’s unreasonable (8, 3 

words)
	 7 	Duds? Line dividing those obsessed with fine duds (5)
	12 	What’s this doing? It shows ingle wood lit possibly (4)
	14 	Completely ignore one division of cards skirting gambling 

game (6, 2 words)
	15 	Mexican berry for seaman going round Israel (9)
	17 	Group acting together likewise in intended method (7)
	18 	Grubs around, having nowhere to live for the most part (7)
	19 	Puff: it must often be seen in Père Lachaise (5)
	20 	Badminton skill, pursuit in seminar I messed up (13)
	23 	Leaders in form usually love lessons? Yes, quite (5)
	25 	As a result of brain damage often lay back in nurse’s 
	 	 embrace (7)
	27 	Bit of lower leg showing in dress, seeking to elicit 
	 	 response? (7)
	30 	Note revised value in salt cellar (9, 2 words)
	31 	Speak fondly, leading to naughtiness – that old trick (6)
	32 	Many a Caribbean cook uses this ingredient in clambake, 
	 	 eh? (4)
	33 	Fierce old warrior cheers king (5)
	34 	E.g. sandy grit when it’s removed round swelling on tongue (8) 

 Down
	 1 	Referee in fact tangled with feet – it takes a while to 
	 	 register (11)
	 2 	Keyed journal, ancient stodge containing minimum of 
		  laughter (4)
	 3 	Delay chips into middle of battered fish (6)
	 4 	Hard rock found in Malta and elsewhere (5)
	 5 	Limestone from cloudy peak (4)
	 6 	Grave robber making a pile with Aussie mate (10)
	 8 	Pulse cut short? They don’t go quickly (5)
	 9 	One into nests etc, also uplifted about home in France? (8)
	10 	What’ll embellish pot? Soup is stirred with it (6)
	 11 	Wine in streams bottled? He’ll asses tax due (11)
	13 	Clarifier of wine involving English cask requires such delicate 

control (10)
	16 	Person’s scarcely cold and payment for funeral is required! (8)
	21 	Queen in love with a variety of goosefoot (6)
	22	 This country contest (tough) is coming up for religious 
	 	 dances (6)
	24 	Capital is holding invested in US city (5)
	26 	County forward from Toulouse but there discarded in flanking 

role (5)
	28 	What tangles a string? It’s this knot (4)
	29 	Jumper? Mary Jane’s latest used as top (4) 

 
Across 1, tapho(use) in anag.; 12, E in 
quasi + tum; 13, cf. shot; see phrases at 
hot1; 15, 0 + on (Fr.) in data; 17, ref. Yeats 
poem, The Lake Isle of Innisfree; 18, 
punk(a); 21, sci. arid; 25, ethe + l; ref. E. 
Merman, US singer/actress; 28, rip aid 
(all rev.); 31, pipi(t); 43, J + a louse; 34, 
anag. + all men + t.
Down 1, ho2 in carp; 2, tort on I; 5, r OS 
eland; 7, ‘sights’; 8, MS in seem; ref. 
US long-running children’s TV series, 
Sesame Street; 11, anag. in stap is; 16, Ir. 
in anag.; 20, a bit in hue; 21, cf. seated; 24, 
rive in TT; 30, ref. John L., concert pianist.  
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azed no. 2,082 Plain 

The Chambers Dictionary (2011) is recommended.

Prize rules
£25 in book tokens for the 
first three correct solutions 
opened. Solutions postmarked 
no later than Saturday to
AZED No. 2,082, The Observer, 90 York Way, 
London N1 9GU 

→If crossword grid 
falls shorter than 
space allowed, you 
can pull it up (and 
tint box next to it) to 
giver yourself more 
room for clues 
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