
across
 1  Act crazily with firework in petroleum processing plant (10)
 11  Simple dwelling, universal for Bantu speaker (4)
 12  Our niche is hidden, not likely to attract major acclaim (8)
 13  Bent pipe supplying fuel’s core round bath (5)
 14  Sometimes interbred, race (not outstanding) splits 
  damage (5)
 16  Am mixing cake and am short, mum (7, 2 words)
 17  Silver found in a Native American spread of land (7)
 18  Get through litre summarily – only a little bottle (4)
 19  It’s ill-advised getting in dodgy tyre for truck (8)
 22  Hood supplement discontinued for old farmer’s vet (8)
 24  Prison … (4)
 25  … Disturbance, a muddle, cheers going round (7)
 27  A wee bit of liquor imbibed by e.g. hunter? (7)
 29  Uniform property, rear foremost (5)
 30  Pagan god still shunned by Church (5)
 31  Powdered tobacco making you very sick when taken in 
  pipe (8)
 32  Victorian fool turning tangle into narrative? (4)
 33  Sea gale set to blow from Scotland towards Scandinavia? (10)

 Down
 1  Side order at the Taj Mahal, hot, served in plate at one? (7)
 2  Rare enough attitude among politicians, to curia quite 
  peculiar! (12)
 3  Copper to be thankful for what’s litter-free (7)
 4  Changed one’s mind before active street dance (5)
 5  Rudimentary organ: a leg formed below one (6)
 6  Tony, this ‘Hi!’ is decidedly pretentious (4)
 7  Feels sick, with yen for umbellifer (6)
 8  Old men maybe consuming eggs, having lots of space (9)
 9  Ill-advised marriage I’m reversing, taste lost, once coupled (12)
 10  Language Ian’s abandoned having to ingest chapter about 

stress(5)
 15  A cute girl working surveyor’s instrument (9)
 20  Typesetter’s vertical space – guidance required (7)
 21  Whack alternating with embrace in old-time variety (7)
 22  Strong broth that would be kind of grating if taken after 
  port (6)
 23  Scots grapple with wild walers (6)
 24  Ladder: it’s shortened in opposite thereof on board? (5)
 26  What knowledgeable sommelier holds up? (5)
 28  Evasive types, mostly prosperous-looking? The reverse (4)

 
Initial letters of clues in order read ‘Cross-
word number and date of year coincide.’ 
Title of puzzle (‘A Score and a Half’) also 
suggests 20, 10.

Across  9, jos(s) (rev.) + a; 10, rare in pad; 
11, ho a GI e; 14, lo(ts) in body; 19 is in rest; 
20, Ni (rev.) in anag.; 26, en + trist(e); 31, 
hidden; 32, cap oral; 33, first letters.
Down  1, buck in ashet; 2, 0 in anag.; 3, to 
gam (rev.); ref. Moby-Dick; 5, gas + per.; 6, 
comp. anag.; 7, rap aim in aa; 10, ‘pays’; 15, 
anag. in jam; 16, g + ant(e)lope; 21, info al(l); 
22, sh! in a ram; 23, st + ill; 25, i.e. pre-Eve; 
27, t in bats; 28, KO in in.
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azed no. 2,013 Plain

The Chambers Dictionary (2008) is recommended.

PriZE rulEs
 £25  in book tokens for the first three 
correct solutions opened. Solutions 
postmarked no later than Saturday 
to aZED no. 2,013, The Observer, 90 
York Way, London N1  9GU


