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overnight nearby you will have the 
beach to yourself from  dusk till dawn. 
■ WHERE TO STAY: in the small tra-
ditional settlement of Metohi Vai, a 
10-minute walk from Vai beach, old 
stone buildings have been restored into 
seven lovely apartments, furnished with 
antiques. There’s  an excellent adjoining 
taverna. Studios for two f rom €45 (00 30 
697 3211 051 ; palaikastro.com).
■ GETTING THERE:  fl y to Heraklion from 
Stansted with Aegean Airlines ( as before) 
or  Gatwick with Easyjet (as before).  JF

 GREAT DAYS OUT
STEAM TRAIN RIDE 
PILION PENINSULA
Like all proper steam locomotives, 
the little  train that hauls two wooden 
carriages between Ano Lehonia and 
Milies  has a nickname. It’s called 
Moutzouris – “Smudgy”.  On summer 
 weekends, “Smudgy” chuff s along the 
narrow-gauge  track , crossing a steep 
gorge by  a remarkable bridge (90 
minutes each way ). Eat lunch at the 
former railway station at Milies, now 
a restaurant. For departures, contact 
 Adventure Travel on 00 30 24230 
22035; peliontravel.com .
■ WHERE TO STAY:  Damouchari Hotel, 
in the eastern Pilion, is a set of traditional 
 stone houses  with rambling gardens and 
a small pool. There are serviced maison-
ettes plus a couple of en  suite rooms with 
wooden rafters, antiques and terracotta 
fl oors. The high-ceilinged bar is decorated 
with eccentric paraphernalia. If you’re 
lucky you’ll be treated to impromptu 
jazz from Apostoli, the owner. Sunvil 
 ( as before) off ers seven nights’ B&B at 
Damouchari Hotel from £685, including 
fl ights and transfers. 
■ GETTING THERE: fl y to Volos from 
Gatwick or Manchester with Monarch 
Airlines (as before), then hire a car to drive 
to the Pilion (average two hours) through 
carrentals.co.uk. RG

 VOLIMES MARKET ZANTE
 Volimes, on the Ionian island of Zante, 
is a village that specialises in handi-
crafts ; be amazed by the variety of 
small shops, stands, street-side stalls 
( even washing lines)  selling hand-
made rugs, lace and other local crafts 
of the highest quality. The  locals expect 
you to barter ; along with a rug, I left 
with great memories of being wel-
comed into their homes (both before 
and after I made my purchase) and 
off ered food, drink and an introduction 

to  other family members.
■  WHERE TO STAY: the Nobelos in Agios 
Nikolaos (known locally as Cape Skinari) 
is an extraordinary mansion that has been 
converted into four of the classiest suites 
in the Greek Islands .   Prices from €180 pp  
B&B (00 30 26950 27632; nobelos.gr). 
■ GETTING THERE: Thomson  ( as before) 
 and Thomas Cook Airlines (as before) 
off er  fl ights from across the UK to Zante. 
NM

PREHISTORIC MUSEUM 
SANTORINI
The new spacious and airy Prehis-
toric Museum in Fira on Santorini is 
my current favourite. The fi nds there 
are mostly from the Minoan town 
of Akrotiri, which is  closed at the 
moment, so the museum is the next 
best thing.  Admire the reconstructions 
of the  wall paintings, the  carved fur-
niture and the  everyday items whose 
shapes were cast in the volcanic erup-
tion, leaving minute details.
■ WHERE TO STAY:  in  the boutique 
Perivolas Houses , perched on the edge 
of  a cliff  in Oia  . They are  converted from 
old wineries and stables, and have a spa, 
hammam and sauna. Book through Islands 
of Greece ( as before), from £1,269 per 
person for  seven nights .
■ GETTING THERE: Easy jet  fl ies from 
Gatwick to Santorini . A Lawson

ANCIENT MESSENE 
MAINLAND GREECE
Ancient Messene, in the southern Pelo-
ponnese,  is the remains of an entire 
classical city, and the site is bigger than 
Olympia. It’s  off  the main tourist trail,  
and you  could fi nd yourself wander-
ing alone past its theatre  and  stadium. 
Most striking are the city walls and 
watch towers.  The small road  still 
passes through them;  there aren’t 
many places  you can drive through a 
2,000-year-old gateway.  
■ WHERE TO STAY:  simple rooms in the 
 nearest village, Mavromati,  cost  €35-40 
in  summer (try Taverna Ithomi on 00 
30 27210 51298).  Boutique hotels  are 
cropping up in the  Mani region to the 
south.  The Elies  in the village of Kardamyli  
is lovely. Doubles from €90  B&B (0030 
27210 73140; elieshotel.gr).
■ GETTING THERE: Athens is a four and 
half hour drive away. Easy jet (as before) 
fl ies to Athens from Gatwick, Luton and 
Manchester. For car hire  try Hertz (hertz.
co.uk). In the summer, charter fl ights go 
to nearby Kalamata (try Thomas Cook , as 
before). AB

ACROSS
 1  Playwright cut short in awkward act? One completes work

 quickly (7)
 7  On the rocks? I give in (well, almost) (4)
 10  Conflict spread, a game of chance – guarantee in auld 

 Scotland (10)
 11  Wi’ water nan’s wee pride and joy damped firework he 

made? (5)
 12  Top family (top or backward) (6)
 13  Seen being evasive in response after parking, intentionally 

(10)
 15  Fish found round Loch, bluish-grey locally? (6)
 16  Specialist collector: what’s mint is a must, possibly (11)
 18  The northern boy, Irish inside, going after maid, no grand 

 landowner (11, 2 words)
 20  A trifle, as in ‘rotten wage’ (6)
 24  Medicated plaster, doctored sample torn badly (10)
 25  In, but missing out on boundaries, receives one within 

reach (6)
 26  Canadian force creating low tension after abuse of USA 

(5)
 27  ‘Impaler’ includes strange line reminiscent of hallowed 

spot (10)
 28  Wherein one’s cast with start of netting (4)
 29  Predator ay leaving to rove aboard ship (7)

DOWN
 1  Public school (not amateur), good in social standing – it 

raises the
 blood! (12)

 2  Added sound died round WWI battlefield mostly (7)
 3  Klutz we chucked in bottom up (5)
 4  Winning means a lot to them – one score’s bitter stuff (6)
 5  Poet’s change in form, smart, new, recast (8)
 6  One of the hairtails kept in fyke on surface after bringing up 

(5)
 7  One not often badly brought up in tub and rarely innocent 

(happily) (8)
 8  What’s mostly powdered up creating striking effect (5)
 9  Realistic drama’s opening scene with drilling of teeth (12)
 14  Electrical supply system: bookie has one installed (8, 2 

words)
 15  Feed rising in demand that can be filled (8)
 17  Gnarled root’s position revealing type of palm (7)
 19  Girl is making milky drinks (6)
 21  Hide without outer covering? Not difficult formerly (5)
 22  Silver-cased tuning peg for taking off (5)
 23  Flat? Comparatively smart Rue Rivoli houses (5)

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,928, The Observer,
90 York Way, London N1 9GU 

ACROSS
12, anag. in nerd; 14, anag. + (Joseph) Lister; 17, (p)onding; 18, nut, an, 
alternating; 19, cf. coys; 20, anag. + item; 25, sv fuscous; 29, a in oomph; 
34, under in anag.; 35, re in splos(h).

DOWN
1, rochet in anag. + e; 3, to in adds; 5, e in anag., & lit.; 7, anag. + nd; 8, chiv 
+ anag. + sly; 9, inst(all); 10, (s)extant (qv); 11, anag. less a + e; 13, Am. in 
crèche + anag.; ref. Philadelphia cream cheese; 23, pluper(fect) (rev.); 
26, Pb in anag.; 27, RN in anag. + y; see submarine.

AZED No. 1,925 Prizewinners
1 Trevor Crowther, Winchester, Hants
2 Margaret Janssen, Clonakilty, 
West Cork
3 Ian McBain, Poole

AZED 1,925 Solution & notes
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The Chambers Dictionary (2008) is recommended, but does not give 9, 
which is in the New Shorter Oxford Dictionary (1993). 

AZED No. 1,928 Plain

Kolona beach on 
remote Kythnos. In 
many places you 
can buy the catch 
straight from the 
fi shermen, far left.
Giovanni Simeone/
SIME

ily-owned gem in the leafy Kifi ssia district 
of Athens. It has superb service, renowned 
restaurants and is within walking distance 
of the  boutiques of Kifi ssia. Doubles from 
€150 per night, B&B (00 30 210 6230650; 
pentelikon.gr).  
■ GETTING THERE: fl y to Athens 
with Aegean Airlines ( as before) from 
Stansted or Manchester; British Airways 
(as before) from Heathrow; Easyjet (as 
before) from Gatwick. KP 

LEVADIA   IKARIA
 Levadia, next to Armenistis village, is 
a huge crescent of coarse white sand. 
There’s a tiny  islet about 50 yards 
off shore which attracts shoals of fi sh 

– great for  snorkelling. You can rent 
loungers and umbrellas, and there’s a 
 shack selling cold drinks. Behind the 
beach is a  “Greek bamboo” forest and 
a freshwater lagoon where  terrapins 
sunbathe and will eat from your hand .   
■ WHERE TO STAY: The village of Armen-
istis, on the north coast , was a well-kept 
secret until the 1990s . The Cavos Bay was 
the fi rst proper hotel in this tiny, funky 
village and although it now has competi-
tion it still has an unbeatable location and 
off ers excellent value for money.  Most of 
the rooms have sea-facing terraces .  Sunvil 
Holidays (as before) off ers seven nights’ 
B&B at Cavos Bay from £605, including 
fl ights to Samos and ferry transfers.

■ GETTING THERE: fl y to Samos from 
Gatwick or Manchester with Thomas Cook 
(as before), or from Stansted or Manches-
ter with Aegean Airlines (as before), then 
catch two hour ferry to Ikaria.  RG 

BALOS AND VAI  CRETE
 Balos beach is on a peninsula  of the 
same name,  with views of Gramvousa 
island (which you can reach by wading 
through the water). It lies on the north-
west coast  and is accessible by  boat 
from Kasteli or by car (along a  bumpy 
dirt track) followed by a 3km walk . Vai , 
on the remote east coast , is also stun-
ning,  backed by palm trees.  It’s popular 
with excursion buses, but if you stay 

KYTHNOS 


