
Section:OBS EC  PaGe:10  Edition Date:060723  Edition:01  Zone:    Sent at 21/7/2006 15:00 cYanmaGentaYellowblack

Call 0870 836 0841 
For a selection of reader offers visit: guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers 
Email: guardian@rivieratravel.co.uk
Call charges may vary depending on service provider. Prices based on per person sharing a twin room, single
supplements apply, insurance extra. Holiday organised by Riviera Travel, Bretby Business Park, Ashby Road, Burton
upon Trent DE15 0YZ and is offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 ATOL protected 3430. 

Fully escorted price includes:
• Return flights from London Gatwick
• Seven nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at quality four-star hotels
• Guided tours of Valley of the Temples, Piazza Amerina villa, Siracusa and Monreale
• Visit to Palermo
• Services of an experienced tour manager

A guided tour of Sicily

8 days from £699
Departures on selected dates 
August & October 2006 and April 2007
Sicily has a beauty that is truly breathtaking with remarkably uninhabited countryside, a
spectacularly indented coastline and the ever-present snow-capped Mount Etna providing a
magnificent backdrop. Conquered by Carthage, Rome, the Moors, Normans, Spanish, French
and finally the Italians, their magnificent relics include temples, ancient amphitheatres,
churches, monasteries, villas and atmospheric old towns. 

We welcome letters. Email escape@
lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely 
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s 
star letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of 
their choice, so please include a daytime 
telephone number and postal address. 
No individual correspondence can be 
entered into. 
■ To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

!My partner and I are planning to 
travel coast to coast in the US by 

rail next year. However, I am looking 
for help to plan it. Is it possible to fl y 
to New York and then return via LA 
with the train journey in the middle ? 
Are there any travel companies that 
would be able to help arrange this 
while still keeping this an independ-
ent venture rather than a group/
company itinerary?
Rob Deabill, London

 
From New York there are three 
popular ways to reach Los Angeles by 
rail. The fi rst two involve taking the 
Lake Shore Limited from New York’s 
Penn Station – long-distance services 
all leave from here rather than lovely 
Grand Central – to Chicago. Trains 
leave late afternoon and arrive the 
following morning. A reclining seat 
costs about £40 and sleeper beds in 
two-berth couchettes vary in price by 
season  from about £90-£180. From 
here you can either take the California 
Zephyr – the best route for scenery – to 
San Francisco, or the Southwest Chief 
to Los Angeles. Both take two nights 
and cost £80 for a seat or £200-£410 
for a place in a two-berth sleeper. For a 
similar outlay you can travel to LA via 
New Orleans on the Crescent and Sun-
set Limited services. There are daily 
trains on all routes and regular services 
from San Francisco to Los Angeles.

Whichever route you choose, it 
should be easy to arrange. If you’d like 
to book it all in one place, Trailfi nd-
ers (0845 058 5858; www.trailfi nders.
com), can book US rail tickets, open-
jaw fl ights (I was quoted £413, includ-
ing tax with Virgin, based on an Octo-
ber departure) and accommodation 
along the way. Alternatively, the Travel 

Bureau (01902 326662; www.thetravel-
bureau.co.uk) is expert at booking rail 
travel and  has useful summaries of the 
diff erent routes . Or you can book train 
tickets direct at www.amtrak.com once 
you’ve got fl ights and accommodation 
sorted out. 

!  I am a serving member of HM 
Forces and  am returning to 

Iraq for six months from November. 
This  will be my  third time  there and 
I would like to try  to make it  more 
interesting  by travelling out to Basra 
overland on a 1955 Enfi eld Bullet. I 
have an idea to  catch a ferry from 
Athens to Haifa, travel across to 
Jordan and then through Saudi Ara-
bia; then on, if possible, to Basra via 
Kuwait, as this avoids Iraq for as long 
as possible until the fi nal leg up from 
Kuwait City. On the return, I might 
try to travel across North Africa. Is 
this diplomatically possible at this 
time or purely fanciful?  What would 
you advise: a straitjacket ? 
Name and address provided 

Maybe it’s the Mike Carter in me (see 
Travels through a midlife crisis, back 

page), but there’s something deeply 
alluring about hopping on an ancient 
motorbike and speeding east  . How-
ever,  I’m afraid your options are very 
limited. Traversing Saudi Arabia is out 
of the question as they don’t welcome 
tourists, so the only other approach to 
southern Iraq is via  Turkey and Iran. 
Travelling overland through these 
countries – normally en route to Paki-
stan and India – is increasingly hard for 
British travellers to get Iranian visas; 
and a military background would result 
in an automatic black mark . The other 
routes in are via Turkey, Syria or Jor-
dan, but would all involve traversing 
Iraq.  There is also currently no ferry 
service running to Haifa from Europe, 
but for further information, and inspi-
ration, visit www.go-overland.com; 
Sahara Overland (www.sahara-over-
land.com) can help with North African 
travel plans.

!Last year we did the Paris half- 
marathon and it was great. Next 

year we would like to do another one 
in Europe or within a fi ve-hour  fl ight 
time. We would be taking three days 
after the event to see the sights. Any 
suggestions?
Barbara Stack, by email

 
There are excellent running races all 
over Europe which welcome entries 
from overseas. For a spring break, 
or for fi ne tuning London marathon 
preparations, Prague (normally fi rst 
weekend in April; www.pim.cz) and 
Berlin (same dates, www.scc-events.
com) both off er well-organised and 
noisily supported races in early April. 
  Alternatively,  the City-Pier-City in the 
Hague, capital of the Netherlands, is a 
13-mile dash out along the seafront and 
back and attracts 15,000 runners each 
March. 

Later in the year, the run from Mar-
seille to Cassis (www.marseille -cassis.
com) is a shade under 13 miles and a 
French classic – complete with boister-
ous roadside crowds. However, most 
major cities have some sort of running 
event at which you will be very wel-
come – see www.runnersworld.co.uk 
for listings and tips from other runners. 
Hotel accommodation may be hard to 
fi nd in cities on race weekends, so book 
early.  

LETTER OF THE WEEK
 We are planning to go to Vietnam in October/November for 16 days and 
want to visit Saigon, the Mekong Delta and Hanoi. We also want to spend 
some time relaxing. Can you recommend a beach resort that will be warm 
and   sunny? All the guides that I’ve read say  this is the rainy season. 
 Gail Beasley, by email

 
 The winter monsoon  between October and March  brings wet, cooler weather 
to all areas north of Nha Trang  and dry and warm temperatures to the south. 
From April or May to October, the southwestern monsoon  brings warm, humid 
weather to pretty much the whole country. You’re likely to experience some wet 
weather wherever you are, but for a sunny few days on a beach the south is the 
best bet.  Between Nha Trang and Ho Chi Minh city is Mui Ne Beach , an idyllic 
spot with  dunes, white sand and half the rainfall of surrounding areas.  The Sea-
horse Resort (www.seahorseresortvn.com) has bungalows from £90 a night.

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM

Summer 1976, and this was to be the 
holiday of a lifetime. I had won a £100 
bursary at work to help fund a visit to 
European wine-producing areas, which 
included various pre-arranged vineyard 
tours and lunches. 

My boyfriend and I set off  in his 
 new Vauxhall Chevette,  packed to the 
 gunwales with camping equipment. We 
were 150 miles into Fr ance when the 
car started making funny noises and we 
limped to the nearest garage. They took 
some bits out, put them back and the car 
was fi ne – for about 20 miles. 

We hitchhiked into the next village, 
where we found a mechanic who towed 
the car into his workshop.  He took a 
quick look, gave a Gallic shrug and said: 
‘Today, no; it is Saturday. Maybe on 
Monday...’ (with a gesture that implied ‘in 
your dreams’).  

With no hotel, we had to camp in the 
garage scrapyard. There was no toilet or 
washing facilities (in case you wondered, 
we used the fi eld next door). 

We couldn’t aff ord to eat out as our 
cash was reserved to pay the garage, so 
we tried to cook on the camping stove. 
The gas  cylinder, however, developed a 
leak so we couldn’t cook at all. And we 
had very little cold food with us. 

Three sweaty and starving days later, 
we abandoned hope, the car and our 
dream holiday and suff ered the further 
trauma of standing for the whole train 
journey to Calais. We stopped in Paris for 
a quick look and for my boyfriend to 
make an even quicker visit to the loo 
– where he was chased by a man who 
fancied him. 

The car eventually arrived home,  but 
only after falling off  the back of the trans-
porter and being written off . The cost? 
My £100 bursary prize. 

Angela Parr-Burrman

MY CRAP HOLIDAY
Vineyard tour? We’d 
be lucky to make it out 
of the scrapyard

Have you had a crap holiday? If so, 
write in and tell us about it. The writers 
of stories we publish will receive a copy 
of the Idler Book of Crap Holidays. 
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk
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Sarah Taylor  asked in last week’s Escape 
 for advice about somewhere to camp 
with a large group of friends. We have 
just returned from such a holiday, staying 
in tipis in Cardigan bay – www.tipiwest.
co.uk. We stayed up as long as we wanted, 
singing, drinking and  having barbecues . 
There were lots of options for walks and 
swimming .  Highly recommended.
Pete Nelson

FEEDBACK

Last week in our guide to the Med’s 
hot spots we published a photograph 
captioned, The Oyster Residence on the 
Lycian Way. We would like to point out 
that the photograph we printed was of the 
Oyster Residence in Olu Deniz, which is a 
nearby property and not the one  featured 
in the piece. Apologies for the confusion.

LYCIAN WAY
AZED No. 1,782 Plain

ACROSS
1 Trouble portliest had getting round circle, with fleshy 

outgrowths (13)
10  S. Africans of mixed race, as seen in grey fur once (7)
13  A tub brought back nowt from Spain (4)
14  Buses? Drive 1,000 within borders of Texas (6)
15  Bachelor’s weekly destination? Below par ’e tucked into 

espresso (11)
16  Churchman giving up work? A mistake (4)
17  Harp-like African instrument – might one end up being plucked in 

E. India? (4)
18  Italy has progressed as a country (4)
19  Light unit men ignored with fling, getting sozzled (5)
23  Scholar not initially sage to begin with, i.e. before (5)
24  Malaysian tapirs will include this (4)
26  Flaming old faggot maybe leaves daughter in reduced state? (4)
27  How tailpiece to letter will end (bishop briefly penned)? (4)
30  Core of public excited about love song without ‘it’ – kiss 

concluding messages of love (11)
32  The lady’s after a drink? A bit of this might mean sex! (6)
33  Trust a Welshman? One must be off one’s head! (5)
34  Stupid, making an error in English (7)
35  My son erred badly, indeed being interned – serious affliction of 

the young (13, 2 words, apostrophe)

DOWN
 1  Tress damaged? One bald anyhow introduced high-pressure 

scourer (11)
 2 Variety dish – one of nine not quite finished (5)
 3 Complexion like an auld fishwife? (5)
 4  Mischievous person informally surrendering art for social 

standing (6)
 5  Will’s occupied with lesser range, we hear? (4)
 6 Shot to top without ranking? Some will do (6)
 7  Protectors of classical home in league with Greek god (5)
 8 Sun’s mystery of old, rising – see Hindu religious teaching (6)
 9  Vent from within no longer can be fixed sedentarily (11)
 11 One busy brought up in corn mill working manually? It may 

prevent heart disease (9)
 12 Irish blade? Kathleen’s first in net (5)
 20  Bun spoilt e.g. banting, free from container? (5)
 21  Young girl, outwardly bashful, where knot was tied in Gretna 

Green (6)
 22  Ferns displaying unusual stripe (6)
 23  One removal from bank account, last portion supplementary (6)
 25  Wound making bass lower (5)
 28  Comic character – one in Dandy? Not I, but suitable for kids! (5)
 29  Chairman bags effects raised for charity (5)
 31  Shedding outer rig one’s hazarding … this, possibly? (4)
The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the first three 
correct solutions opened. Solutions 
postmarked no later than Saturday to
AZED No. 1,782, The Observer,
3-7 Herbal Hill, London EC1R 5EJ 

Quotation: ‘…misused words generate 
misleading thoughts.’ (Herbert Spencer, 
Principles of Ethics)
Across  1, room; anag. in pock; 6, raiment; 
(c)ycled; 12, cost; anag.; 14, crease; hid-
den; 15, held; pin + ere in CD; 16, dace; has 
+ K; 17, wanted; anag. + t; 19, hot; b + eath; 
21, tar; hidden; 22, demented; ma in redd; 
24, excess; e + pact; 26, dregs; round in G, 
S; 28, paten; disc(USS); 31, blunter; Hebe 
+ anag.; 32, terrier; C + airn; 33, Marner 
(Silas); misèr(e); 34, heads; anag.; 35, 

errant; Damon (rev.), see names in C.; 36, 
die; nec(k) rose.
Down  1, pan + anag. + Macon; 2, own in 
tie; ‘town and gown’; 3, anag.; 4, c hurl; 5, 
eater i.e.; 7, I in can; 8, 2 meanings; 9, ID in 
event; 10, d elite + c in scene; 11, a gem (all 
rev.); 18, hem in antic; 19, anag. in bash; 
20, DD Eve all in on; 23, anag. in mud 
(rev.); 25, I in gusto; 27, 2 meanings + H in 
sore; 29, wets (rev.); 30, comp. anag.

AZED No. 1,779 Prizewinners
NEWIE (‘Misprints’)
1  E. Cross (64 Barton Lane, New Milton, 
Hants ): This is fresh oat scone WI exhib-
its (just a slice thereof) (out; hidden).
2  C. J. Morse (Aldsworth, Glos): Not as 
it was, Women’s Institute wants end to 
‘housewife’: this is jest of the moment 
(just; ne WI e).
3  I. Simpson (Edinburgh): Cry of 2006? 
Portuguese finally win, English knocked 
out (cru; anag. incl. e, E).
 VHC  T. Anderson, D. Arthur, D. C. 
Clenshaw, V. Dixon, A. S. Everest, M. 
Goodliffe, G. I. L. Grafton, J. Grimes, M. 
Hodgkin, D. F. Manley, C. G. Millin, T. J. 
Moorey, W. Ransome, N. G. Shippobo-
tham, Mrs A. Terrill, R. C. Teuton, G. H. 
Willett, Dr E. Young.
Annual consolation prizes (13 competi-
tions)  C. G. Millin, D. Arthur, M. A. Mac-
donald-Cooper, A. J. Young, R. J. Heald, 
R. S. Morse, F. R. Palmer, R. J. Palmer, R. J. 
Whale, D. C. Williamson.

AZED 1,779 Solution & notes
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