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Call 0870 836 0841 
For a selection of Reader Offer holidays visit: guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers 
Email: guardian@rivieratravel.co.uk
Call charges may vary depending on service provider. Prices based on per person sharing a twin room, single 
supplements apply, insurance extra. Holiday organised by Riviera Travel, Bretby Business Park, Ashby Road, 
Burton upon Trent DE15 0YZ and is offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected. 

Fully escorted price includes:
• Return flights to Malaga from Gatwick, Manchester, East Midlands, Cardiff, Birmingham, 

Bournemouth or Leeds/Bradford
• Excellent quality 3 and 4-star hotels
• Tour of Seville
• Tour of Granada, including the stunning Alhambra Palace
• Visit to Cordoba and the Mezquita, one of the finest mosques ever built
• Services of an experienced tour manager

Classical Spain
Seville, Cordoba, Granada

7 days from £499
Departures on selected dates September - October, 2006 
from a choice of seven UK airports
Andalucia is simply one of the most beautiful corners of Europe. It’s a land where the
excesses of the 20th century seem not to have taken root and where travellers are genuinely
welcomed as honoured guests, rather than as tourists. This is the land immortalised by the
writings of Ernest Hemingway and beloved by Orson Welles. It’s the real Spain of Carmen,
Figaro and Flamenco. Rich with the legacies of the Moors and the Romans, its charm and
sheer delight are captivating.

Annual worldwide travel
insurance arranged by Acumus

Excellent value and extensive cover
including:
• Up to £10M medical expenses
• Up to £5,000 cancellation
• Up to £1,500 personal baggage
• 24 hour emergency assistance

Premiums from:
• Individual £69
• Couple £99
• Family £109
• Winter sports 

cover available

Call 0870 836 0716
Mon-Fri 8am-8pm • Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-4pm

or visit acumus.co.uk/observer 
This offer is introduced to you by OG Enterprises Ltd. OG Registered Office address: 164
Deansgate, Manchester, M3 3GG. Registered in England no: 5291229. OG is an introducer appointed
representative of Acumus Insurance Solutions Ltd., which is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Services Authority. Acumus Registered Office address: 10 King William Street, London,
EC4N 7TW. Registered in England no: 3487744. Acumus travel insurance is underwritten by UK
Underwriting Ltd., which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. UK
Underwriting Ltd Registered Office address: 10 King William Street, London, EC4N 7TW.
Registered in England no: 450693. Premiums quoted relate to annual worldwide cover for persons
up to 65 years of age with no pre-existing medical conditions. Terms and conditions apply. This
offer is available to UK residents only and may be withdrawn at any time.  Calls may be recorded.
Call charges depend on service provider. V3 G09/05

FROMONLY
£69

We welcome letters. Email escape@
lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely 
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s 
star letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of 
their choice, so please include a daytime 
telephone number and postal address. 
No individual correspondence can be 
entered into. 
■ To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

! My wife and I are thinking of 
going on a cruise to Alaska next 

year. When is the best time to see 
the icebergs breaking away from the 
glaciers?  We would also like  to see 
whales. Is it possible to do both at 
the same time of year? 
David Hawley, by email 

Alaska has a short season and there are 
a lot of cruise ships about during July 
and August. If this is your only window, 
consider travelling on a smaller ship 
which could get off  the main routes 
and head into quieter corners. 

Discover the World (01737 218800; 
www.discover-the-world.co.uk)  off ers 
eight-day cruises, including whale-
watching, calving glaciers and the 
superb scenery of the south-east, for 
from £2,729, excluding fl ights. 

Alternatively, travel in May or 
September  to avoid the crowds. The 
weather is traditionally rougher  then, 
but over the past few years May has 
been dry and sunny. For glaciers and 
icebergs, try Tracy Arm, near Juneau. 
You need to be lucky to see calving ice, 
but you will see icebergs in this area. 
Whales can be seen year round on the 
Inside Passage, but viewing is best 
from smaller boats or on excursions 
from Petersburg or Sitka . June to Sep-
tember is also  the best time to see bears 
feeding on migrating salmon, but you 
need to get into Alaska’s wild places 
rather than on a cruise to see this . 

 For useful articles and forums on 
Alaskan cruise travel,  go to www.
cruisemates.com.  

! My friends are  keen to  visit 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 

and go sailing in the Whitsundays 
but, as a  non-swimmer, I’m not that 

interested – being sat on a boat in life 
jacket  while everyone else is swim-
ming doesn’t sound much fun! Do 
you have any suggestions for things 
I could do on dry land  while they do 
their thing, either meeting up each 
night or after a couple of days?
Mike Ward, London

If water’s not your thing, Cairns is a 
good destination. There are dozens 
of day trips  that don’t involve a drop 
of water.   Head north to explore Cape 
Tribulation and the Daintree River, 
or inland to the  Undara Lava Tubes.  
The Kuranda Scenic Railway,  cycling 
trips to the lush forests of the Atherton 
Tableland  and  local food and wine 
tours are also popular. Visit www.
queenslandholidays.com for more tips . 
Airlie Beach , the gateway to the 
Whitsundays, is not so hot for non-

swimmers as life there revolves around 
the islands, so most visitors are   sailing 
or diving . But it’s a party town, so 
you’ll want to  meet your friends in the 
evening. You could go for  a day’s hik-
ing in Eungella National Park with its 
superb rainforest scenery – and you’d 
stand a great chance of seeing a platy-
pus .  It’s  100 miles from Airlie Beach, so 
you’d probably need to hire a car. 

LETTER OF THE WEEK
My friends and I would like to go  camping . The problem is that we are 
all about 25 and there are no campsites who will accept a booking from 
a big group of us! They’re probably wise to do so, because we’ll want to 
stay up late chatting and barbecuing and drinking and being mildly rowdy 
– equally, we  don’t want to disturb anyone’s peaceful camping weekend.  We 
really want to be in a beautiful natural setting (which I promise we would 
respect, and take all our rubbish home). We want to go walking, and ideally 
we would be near a lake so we can go swimming, and some pubs and shops . 
 Sarah Taylor, by email

 
Many campsites off er  areas which can be reserved just for a large group . 
Hollows Farm (0176 8 777298; www.hollowsfarm.co.uk ) is set in the heart of 
beautiful Borrowdale in the Lake District, and close to shops and pubs . You’ll 
defi nitely need to book ahead. Otherwise  try looking on the website www.
ukcampsite.co.uk or contact the Camping and Caravanning Club (0845 130 
7633; www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk ) which has details of thousands 
of sites, many of which will fi t the bill.

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers your 
questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM
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AZED No. 1,781 Plain

ACROSS
1  Help with treatment given by good doctor on new 

inflammation (8)
 7   Clubs’ll need a roller for saturated ground (4)
10  Everyone works at protecting timber tree broadening 

 steadily (10)
11   Fuss young fellow makes with introduction to girl (4)
12  Look, look inside – it’s oblique (5)
14  Stretch fabric drape in Jock’s bed features in nookie (7)
17  Expanding bullet almost eliminable when it explodes (9, 2 words)
18  Proceed with vigour, despite loss of queen – ready for mate? (6, 2 

words)
20  Find jellied eels at more than one slab erected (6)
21  Its tuber is edible – subsistence includes one (6)
23  It’s easy for the rich: setter has to struggle! (6)
24  Opening of sillery constant, shifting cork’s however about to 

shoot up (9)
27  Tough bits of meat for hawks from tin, more than half gristle, 

 rubbery (7)
29  Dedicatee of Ludwig’s piece returned sour old stuff (5)
30  Love goddess appearing in concert halls (4)
31  One returning from exile, say, Peter wanders round forecourts? (10)
32  Chums flipped pancake etc? (4)
33  Put off in Eastern land (foreign) gave as gift rings (8)

DOWN
  1   Mug, he denied urges (4)
  2   Harmless reptiles snoop freely inside food racks (10)
  3   —— I view has changed – Hawaiian lives here (on the side)? (5)
  4  Fierce debater – certainly not what Dame Edna is, we ’ear! (9)
  5   Ten bananas placed under rock pillar don’t go off (6)
  6   Superior Brownie, round, coming up? That’ll do for appetite (6)
  7   Rascal I berated has such hidden character (7)
  8   Dignitary in church removes cap without further ado (4)
  9   Petty rulers, sort troubled about locksmith (8)
13  Early geological period, one age roughly within limit (10)
15  Leader of singing in kirk, character 50% Celtic? (9)
16  Hoods rest uneasily under frilly caps (8)
19  It covers part of head that’s cold from climbing in Scotland with 

fold (7)
22  A funny chap bags lead in Tempest in Shakespearian 
  performance (6)
23  Cavity on the piste? Never mind! (6, 2 words)
25  Below par, behave listlessly? Not ma (5)
26  Pluck a Chinese lute (4)
28  Polish? Her lover was (4)

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,781, The Observer,
3-7 Herbal Hill, London EC1R 5EJ 

Across  6, i.e. mi as ma; 11, anag. + tutor; 
12, exce(PT) in anag.; 15, to in tau; 19, 
R in main era; 23, comp. anag.; 26, I in 
t-tan; 31, cal. in alde(rmen); 32, anag. in 
slate; see duchess in C.
Down  1, d yes tuff; 2, see I in C.; 3, 
Presto(n), home of Andrew F., England 
cricketer; 4, Sexton B(lake) + anag. + 
E; 6, mille(t); 7, Au + cat in then tie; 10, 
(b)argh(est); 17, under in las(t); 22, to 
in sled; 24, (c)losel(y); 27, (Rich)ard 
Ri(chard); 28, 3 meanings.

AZED No. 1,778 Prizewinners
1 Peter Duffel, Lichfield, Staffs
2 Nicholas Gough, Swindon, Wilts
3 Andy Lane, Nottingham

AZED 1,778 Solution & notes

Name

Address

 Postcode

 1

11

14

16

18

21

24

29

31

32

2 3

10

26

17

19

4

33

5

22

27

6

20

23

12

15

7

30

8

25

13

9

28

The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended


