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We welcome letters. Email escape@
lonelyplanet. co.uk or write to Lonely 
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s 
star letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of 
their choice, so please include a daytime 
telephone number and postal address. 
No individual correspondence can be 
entered into. 
■ To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

! My daughter and her partner 
are starting a round-the-world 

trip in September. At the end of July 
and early August  they will be in Costa 
Rica, and want my wife and I to join 
them for two weeks. Is the weather at 
that time suitable for a holiday? What 
could we do in two weeks, and will 
it be easy for us to arrange accom-
modation and transport when we are 
there? We are well-travelled but usu-
ally  go with small tour operators and 
have things organised for us.
Bernard Ford, by email

July and August is the wet season ; you 
can expect daily deluges of varying 
length and intensity depending on 
where you are . The usual pattern is a 
sunny morning and a cloudy afternoon 
turning to rain later. But you’re unlikely 
to regret travelling here at this time, 
as the rainforest and countryside is 
wonderfully green and the rivers are 
fast-flowing, making for spectacular 
fun should you decide to raft or kayak.

There are plenty of other travellers 

around  during July and August, but 
sorting out accommodation should be 
straightforward. As long as you don’t 
have your heart set on one particular 
hotel in a town, there’s no need to 
book, and away from beach resorts 

you should not be paying peak-season 
rates. Booking your first night is a wise 
move. Costa Rica Innkeepers Associa-
tion (www.costaricainnkeepers.com) is 
a good place to find small, independent 
hotels, and £30 will get you a com-

fortable double room with a private 
bathroom.

Costa Rica is  easy to get around by 
bus or hire car. North of San Jos e, the 
capital, is the Arenal  volcano, where 
you can hike in the jungle and soak 
in hot springs. Across the lake of the 
same name is the Monteverde  biologi-
cal reserve, a great place to explore the 
rainforest and  see  wildlife. The Nicoya  
peninsula and coastal town of Tama-
rindo  are great for beach time . If you’ve 
time, there’s trekking, rafting and river 
riding, colonial towns and cowboy 
ranches elsewhere in the country. 

If you would prefer to organise your 
trip through a tour operator, Central 
America specialist Trips Worldwide 
(0117 311 4400 ; www.tripsworld-
wide.co.uk)  and Sunvil (020 8568 
4499; www.sunvil.co.uk)  are very 
knowledgeable about the destina-
tion and can tailormake your holiday. 
See www.visitcostarica.com  for more 
information.

!My husband and I are going 
to fulfil a long-time dream this 

autumn and embark on a two-month 
trip to New Zealand and Australia, 
with stopovers in Singapore and 
Tokyo. As I suffer from a number of 
allergies, I usually travel with herbal 
teabags and gluten-free biscuits  to 
ensure that I have something I can 
eat and drink on the plane and when 
we arrive   at our accommodation . I’ve 
been told that  Australia and New 
Zealand  are very strict about what 
food can be taken into the country. 
 Are my teabags and biscuits  likely to 
be confiscated ? Do I need to declare 
them?  
Mavourneen Burrows, York

You should declare any foodstuffs, 
including biscuits and herbal teas, on 
arrival in Australia  or New Zealand. This 
doesn’t necessarily mean your tea or 
biscuits will be confiscated; normally 
they will be inspected and returned . 
You won’t be able to  take in eggs, dairy 
products or fruit.  Seeds and nuts are also  
banned, so if your biscuits contain these 
 they are likely to be confiscated.   This may 
seem draconian, but officials are trying to 
prevent insects or disease  destroying the 
 ecosystems  you are going to Australia 
and New Zealand to enjoy. For more 
information,  see www.travelbug.gov.au 
and  www.customs.gov.nz.

LETTER OF THE WEEK
My boyfriend and I are planning a clubbing and culture  trip to Berlin  in 
September. A relative has also offered us the use of a villa near the Cote 
d’Azur, so we thought we would combine the two  . However, we are having 
trouble working out how to travel cheaply from Bristol-Berlin-Nice -Bristol. 
The train seems to be  as expensive as flying and takes  more than 20 hours. 
Is there a simple  way ? Ideally, we would like to spend a maximum of £300 
on travel  .   Kerry Patterson, Bristol

You can do  it all  for less than £300.  Skyscanner (  www.skyscanner.net), shows 
pretty much all the budget flights in Europe and  you can see when it’s cheap-
est to travel using the  month-by-month fares viewer. I got a total fare of £88.55, 
including taxes,  on Easy jet flights from Bristol to Berlin ( from £26.51); Berlin to 
Nice (from £31.05) and Nice to Bristol (from £30.99). The train can’t compete .

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM A few years ago I went away with some-

one – let’s call her Annie – who had been 
a good friend when we were younger but 
was becoming much less so. She was 
miserable  as a result of a failed relation-
ship, but we hoped a holiday in Cornwall 
would cheer her up . 

 We hired a car and Annie drove us 
 to our cottage in a remote village near 
Penzance. She had volunteered to do the 
week’s shopping  and when I unpacked it 
 I was disturbed   to find 23 green peppers 
(I don’t like green peppers), 36 ‘fruits of 
the forest’ yoghurts (neither of us liked 
 yoghurts) and some teabags  .

Annie was subdued on the first eve-
ning: over several beers she talked about 
her relationship . Despite her sadness 
I thought the week would be fine  – but 
the next morning she didn’t talk. I would 
ask her how she was ; she would smile 
bravely as though words were a burden 
she was too pained to shoulder and  gaze 
out sadly across the duckpond.  

The week went on much in this vein : 
Annie walking round with a  long-suffer-
ing expression and writing in her diary, 
which she left ostentatiously propped 
open on the kitchen table. Meanwhile, 
I cooked, washed up, disposed of green 
peppers and dispensed unwelcome 
cheer . As the week progressed I started 
to wish desperately that I could drive, 
so  I could take myself  home  – but I was 
dependent on her to get me away from 
th is hellhole, on which I had used up my 
precious annual leave.

On the last day, at lunchtime, Annie 
volunteered to go to the supermarket 
for some bread rolls (of which we had no 
need, but compulsive and unnecessary 
food   buying was one of the themes of the 
week). She took the car and I sat in the 
garden with a book. 

Five hours later there was still no sign 
of her, which was odd as the supermarket 
was only a few miles away. I went in side   
and there was her diary propped open 
– this time against the kettle – with an 
entry for that day saying  she felt suicidal 
and was toying with the idea of driving to 
the  cliffs and throwing herself off. 

She came back soon after ,  cheerful 
for the first and only time that week,  and 
said: ‘Did you think I’d done myself in?’

On the way home we got stuck in 
traffic jams for several hours . When we 
finally got back to London she dropped 
me off  and said, ‘Can we go to France 
next year?’ I never saw her again. And a 
few months later I learnt how to drive.  

Roxanne Misir  

MY CRAP HOLIDAY
Holiday on the edge of 
a nervous breakdown

Have you had a crap holiday? If so, 
write in and tell us about it. The writers 
of stories we publish will receive a copy 
of the Idler Book of Crap Holidays. 
Email crap.holiday@observer.co.uk

Last week Gill Burgess wrote asking for 
advice on spending New Year in Venice. 
Jenny Roberts replies: 
 Pack as if you were going to the Arctic . 
There are lots of beautiful sunny days, 
but an ear-slicingly cold wind blows 
through Venice at that time of year. 
Stay in an apartment – there are lots of 
websites and most offer stays of less 
than a week  – which does away with the 
problem of eating out on New Year’s 
Eve.  Most places are open but are  heav-
ing with locals and have no room .     There 

FEEDBACK
will be lots of  firework activity in St 
Mark’s Square, mainly involving bangers 
being slung  around . The second year 
we  watched fireworks from the balcony, 
glass of Prosecco in hand.
  
On 11 June, we gave advice to a reader 
who wanted to know the best way of 
travelling to the Festival in the Desert at 
Essakane in Mali. Amar Grover, who  went 
to the festival last year, has written in 
with the following correction and 
an update. ‘Essakane is about 60km 

northwest of Timbuktu, not Mopti, a 
difference of several hundred km. There is 
public transport to Timbuktu, after which 
some visitors hire a 4WD for the last bit. 
 They either take their own tents or rely 
on hiring  at the site. It’s not the easiest of 
independent journeys, so most go with 
a group. Last autumn a Foreign Office 
advisory precluded travel north of 
Timbuktu which meant that most 
operators were forced to cancel trips 
because of insurance problems. This may 
happen again if that advisory remains.’

AZED No. 1,779 ‘Misprints’ COMPETITION PUZZLE

ACROSS
1  It’s misshapen within small elevation,  lacking enough roof for growth (7)
6 In ragment (old) it’s gone in recurrent series with first missing (5)

12 Inordinately vain, hence adding to coat? (9)
*13 A novelty (5)
14 Create locally something to span drive and lawn side by side (5)
15 Peak, before breaking record? Hold tight (8)
16 Bears in front of king what may once have contained mace (4)
17 Man panted? This may find him tense after awful danger (7)
19 The old make hut from barrels, no longer easy (5)
21 Coal tax may produce this contribution to wind energy (6)
22 Scotsman’s completely cemented the old woman inside rubbish! (6)
24 What’s agreed after end of warfare? Calendar excels (5)
26 Dress circle in G & S (7)
28 Plato perhaps, mostly cut up about Socrates’s end (4)
31 Archetypal youth introducing ragged duet – being far from keep? (8)
32 Carnoustie’s first? Iron there for wee tarrier (5)
33 Manner e.g. in which one aims to avoid tricks (all but last) (5)
34 Stinkers behind herd of caterpillars, some irate, frantic (9)
35 He’s errand boy (with suggestion of tameness) on the way back (5)
36 Din as cells rebelled after curtailment of drink? (7)

DOWN
 1 Lambast Harp drunk with burgundy as treatment for all ills (12)
  2 Recognize in scarf one unlikely to be seen with gown (6)
 3 Denoting subphylum of Arthropoda ancients ground up (8)
 4 Rustic college fling (5)
 5 Opposite of cooker that is seen in restaurant (7)
 7 Murderer one put in jug (4)
 8 Wonderful theologian (6)
 9 Clear card maybe registered in sporting competition (7)
 10 Lying dormant, having deserted chosen college in area of activity (12)
 11 One precious stone turned up, enormous (4)
 18 Fringe in caper driving audience wild? (8)
 19 Cross-dresser sporting red in party (7)
 20 Divine ‘leading lady’ enters a bit tiddly, in Shakespeare indeterminate (7)
 23 Oil spilt in inverted clay pot, Roman (6)
 25 In clear enjoyment I scored at a reasonable pace (6)
 27 Prop menacing at Murrayfield, irritable, hard inside (5)
 29 Soaks upside down in fish pond (4)
 30 A star group? Rap got this rocking maybe (4)

Across 1, scotch PE + anag.; 11, 
(b)arle(y); 13, undi(d) in song; 17, musk 
e.g.; 30, I (i.e. ‘me’ as subject) in prone; 
33, I = Isle; 34, t + anag. all in anag.
Down  1, sass + anag.; 2, c(a)rouse; 
5, hair + leg (rev.); 7, see dodger; 9, 
dwel(ling) (rev.); 16, r (= rook, castle) in 
Alphons(o); see Alphonsine in C.; 20, 
temp + anag.; ref. Marie T., music hall 
star; 24, g onion; 26 ear L s; 27, re(a)son 
(rev.); 29, H one.

AZED No. 1,776 Prizewinners
1 Robert Hamlin, Bognor Regis, W.  
   Sussex
2 Catherine Henderson, Kilmarnock,  
     Ayrshire
3 N.J. Hitchins, Binfield, Berks

AZED 1,776 Solution & notes
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Every word used is in The Chambers Dictionary (2003)

 RULES AND REQUESTS
Send solution and clue to replace defini-
tion asterisked (on separate sheet also 
bearing name and address, securely 
attached) to Azed No. 1,779, PO Box 518, 
Oxford, OX2 6WX. Entries should be 
postmarked no later than Saturday. Please 
add a brief explanation of your clue (one 
entry only). £35, £30, £25 prizes and Azed 
bookplates for the three clues judged 
best. The Azed Slip, containing details of 
successful competition entries and Azed’s 
comments, is available on subscription at 
£13 a year for 13 issues (£16 for overseas 
subscribers). Cheques payable to the 
Azed Slip, should be sent to The Azed Slip, 
Coombe Farm, Awbridge, Romsey SO51 
0HN. To receive a sample slip, please send 
an sae to this address.
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 With the exception of 13 (for which a simple definition is given), across clues contain a misprint of one letter in each, always occurring in the definition part. Their 
answers should be entered correctly spelt. Down clues are normal but their answers should be entered with a misprint of one letter in each, creating non-words. 
The correct forms of the letters misprinted in the across clues, followed by the correct forms of the letters misprinted in the down answers, when read in clue 
order, spell out, with a letter for 13 to be deduced, an appropriate quotation in the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. Competitors should submit with their solutions 
a misprinted clue to 13 in the style of the other acrosses, so that the missing letter completes the quotation.

Prices per person based on 2 sharing   Further dates available on request
Prices subject to availability   Fuel spplements may apply   

Booking conditions apply

7 nights on the Island of Velidhu

A beautiful little tropical island, surrounded by fine sandy
beaches and crystal clear waters. Superior medium class
resort with 80 rooms in individual thatched rondavels set

amidst the island's lush vegetation and palm trees and never
more than a few yards from the beach.  Airconditioned rooms

with double bed, minibar, shower, wc, terrace. Restaurant,
bar, watersports/dive centre.  Boat transfers (approx 2 hours).

14 night prices from £1195 to £2075

ALL INCLUSIVE: All meals, drinks: selected spirits, beer,
cocktails, soft drinks. House wine with meals.

PRICE INCLUDES: Retun flights from London Gatwick. pre-paid
government departure taxes. 7 nights accommodation, all inclusive.

Speedboat transfers. NOT INCLUDED: Optional insurance. 

SPECIAL

OFFER

Maldives
All Inclusive

30 July 2006.........................£1049
27 August..............................£999
03 September.......................£949
24 September.......................£799
01 October............................£799
15, 22 October......................£999

05, 19 November..................£899
17 Dec.................................£1425
07 January...........................£1145
18, 25 February....................£1045
25 March .............................£1065
22 April..................................£945

£799
FROM

01306 871 132
CALL US NOW TO BOOK

OR VISIT www.travelcollection.co.uk

please note calls may be recorded

DEPARTURE PRICE DEPARTURE PRICE

Try not 
to take 
hopelessly 
inappro-
priate 
books on 
holiday. A 
friend took 
a history 
of the 
Holocaust 
on his 
honeymoon 
Summer 
reading 
special
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