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We welcome letters. Tom Hall from 
Lonely Planet addresses as many as pos-
sible here. Email escape@lonelyplanet.
co.uk or write to Lonely Planet, 72-82 
Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 4RW. 
The writer of the week’s star letter wins 
a Lonely Planet guide of their choice, 
so please include a daytime telephone 
number and postal address. No individ-
ual correspondence can be entered into. 
■ To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

!With the increase of long week-
end breaks and the encourage-

ment to only take hand luggage, how 
do I carry my reliable Swiss army 
knife (always a companion) ?
Jan Dennis, Cambridge

 
In short, you don’t. Any items in your 
hand baggage that are listed on the 
Department  for Transport’s list of 
prohibited articles  are likely to get 
confiscated  (see www.dft.gov.uk). This 
includes ‘lockable or flick knives with 
blades of any length’ and ‘knives… with 
blades of more than  6cm’. Whether this 
 covers Swiss army knives is moot , as 
you should expect security to err on the 
side of caution. You used to hear stories 
of passengers passing such objects to 
cabin staff for safe keeping during the 
flight, but the CAA advises this is not 
allowed. It notes that if a passenger 
at the security barrier finds an item is 
prohibited, they’ll be given the choice 
of discarding it on the spot, or return-
ing to the airport’s land side to post it to 
their home address.   

!In September,  three friends and 
I (four lads aged 21-22) are trav-

elling to Florida . We’ve hired a  pick-
up truck  and wonder  what is  the best 
route . We fancy going down the coast 
from Daytona Beach to the Keys . 
  Dan Whitehead, by email

  Don’t write off heading  north first for a 
day or two. Ocala National Park, just ‘up’ 
from Orlando, is  perfect for swimming, 
walking, cycling or kayaking . From here 
you can head to  Daytona Beach, where 
you can drive on sections of the racetrack. 
 Next hop down to the still awe-inspiring 
Kennedy Space Cent re and stop over   at 

nearby Cocoa Beach – the perfect place 
 to learn to surf. You’ll need a few days 
 in Miami ; make sure you  stay in a South 
Beach Art Deco hotel like the hard-party-
ing Clevelander (www.clevelander.com ) 
or the  budget-conscious  Chelsea (www.
thehotelchelsea.com ) . Finally take a day 
or two to cruise down to Key West for 
live music and cocktails.   
  

!My daughter and her boyfriend 
are about to travel to Australia, 

stopping in LA and Fiji on the way 
and then having a holiday and work-
ing  for a year. I would like to pay for 
the travel insurance as a gift . Can you 
recommend a good  policy  for them?
Sue Doyle, Cumbria 

 It’s not just a case of recommending 
one brand – the right policy is the one 
best tailored to the kinds of activities 

they’ll be doing (will they be skiing, for 
example?) There’s a useful comparison 
of several providers at www.gapyear.
com/travelinsurance . One tip though,    
if they’re only spending a few weeks in 
LA and Fiji it will probably be cheaper 
to get separate insurance for this part of 
the trip and then get a longer policy only 
covering Australia and New Zealand.   

LETTER OF THE WEEK
My daughter may be spending a  year at Kingston on Lake Ontario, Canada. Of 
course I want to visit but not boost  carbon dioxide emissions by flying. How 
much greener would a boat/train trip be and what are the options ? 
Ann Branson, Leicester
 
 Cruise ships’  emissions vary according to their size ,  engine type and   age. Surpris-
ingly,  Climate Care (www.climatecare.org )  estimates that Cunard’s Queen Mary 
2  burns twice as much fuel per passenger crossing the Atlantic as flying    (Cunard 
itself doesn’t have figures).   Even so, a new vessel   like the  QM2  will be far greener 
than many older ships.  One option  that won’t generate  so much waste is to go by 
freighter:   the MSC Malaga  sails every three weeks between Liverpool and Mon-
treal via Antwerp and  takes five  passengers for around £833 one-way for single 
occupancy . The trip takes around 11 days and can be booked via  the Cruise People : 
020 7723 2450 ; members.aol.com/CruiseAZ.

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM

AZED No. 1,775 Plain COMPETITION PUZZLE

ACROSS
  1  Woman’s body is holding baby after start of conception (7)
  6  Reservoir which (following such, say) yields Japanese verse (6)
11  Young member of gang, male? Ring with me in it (5)
13  Passenger grabbing inexperienced driver: ‘Here’s signal light!’ (5)
14  A picaresque sea creature, large, aboard ferry, sir dismembered 

(13, 3 words)
16  Dry backs enfolding wild lilac whorls (8)
17  Thin plates as found in shifting seam (7)
19  Rent demanded by proprietor nowadays (4)
20  K. Moss mostly evasive about love tattoos (5)
21  Rod, perhaps, in centre of fishing vessel (4)
23  Bachelor blade displaying poise (7)
24  Sticky stuff – one changing colour swallows one for the plague, as 

of old (8)
*27 Unrefined but quite pleasant (13)
28  Musical afternoon – Nine deployed (5)
29  Some horses, we hear, on which hands are revealed? (5)
30  Computer girl engaged in writing for ladies (6)
31  Sad, rues lapsing beyond doubt (7)

DOWN
  1  Holy symbol? Church scrapped a grim sort (11)
  2  Yobbo hostilities only applied to member of cabinet (4)
  3  Gibbon, a fellow included in short Roman title (7)
  4  What Samoans spend getting gal to leave African country (4)
  5  Bristly bits from tail of bovine in food served up (5)
  6  They’re moved to release load, load bar its moving parts (10)
  7  Spirits that are harmful when imbibing what’ll go into glass (6)
  8  Cabbage stem causing indisposition in trunk, poorly (8)
  9  Judgement required in leaving ground, heading skyward? (5)
10  With ‘sedentary spectators’, as it were, I see sly manoeuvring in 

race (11)
12  Berries of a kind?  Baccae a son translated (10, 2 words)
15  Production of RUR within earshot for circle (8)
18  What’ll protect the head in Uganda bloke’s put on (7)
20  Blossom covering border – a riot (6)
22  Quilt to arrange about one (5)
23  Couple starting battle, Hastings perhaps (5)
25  Blank panels? How dictionary labels them is about right! (4)
26  Chopper beginning to dip in poor visibility due to ’eat (4)

The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.
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RULES & REQUESTS
Send solution and clue to replace definition 
asterisked (on separate sheet also bearing 
name and address, securely attached) 
to Azed No. 1,775, PO Box 518, Oxford, 
OX2 6WX. Entries should be postmarked 
no later than Saturday. Please add a brief 
explanation of your clue (one entry only). 
£35, £30, £25 prizes and Azed bookplates 
for the three clues judged best. The Azed 
Slip, containing details of successful com-
petition entries and Azed’s comments, is 
available on subscription at £13 a year for 
13 issues (£16 for overseas subscribers). 
Cheques payable to the Azed Slip, should 
be sent to The Azed Slip, Coombe Farm, 
Awbridge, Romsey SO51 OHN. To receive 
a sample slip, please send an sae to this 
address.

Across  7, fres(h) (rev.); 10, I’m un (all 
rev.) in matter; 13, cf song; 18, moo + 
(ga)rmen(t); 21, pi in sad; 22, alternate 
letters + bel; 24, carl in set; 22, erm in cum-
bent; 23, cf risk; 34, i.e. m and ora = mora.
Down  2, a con + cert (rev.) + anag.; 3, 
Par(isian) + e.g. (rev.); 4, ance(stress); 7, 
tats(rev.) & 2 meanings; 9, rien d all in fed; 
16, ref. The Canterbury Tales; 17, Will + ‘ode’; 
ref. Hamlet, 4, 7, 166; 20, anag. of alternate 
letters; 27, go + b(oat)s; 28, cf name.

AZED No. 1,772 Prizewinners
1 Michael Cutter, Poole, Dorset
2 Roland Hall, York
3   Brenda J. Widger, Altrincham,      

Cheshire
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