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We welcome letters. Tom Hall 
from Lonely Planet addresses as 
many as possible here. Email escape@
lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s star
letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of their
choice, so please include a daytime 
telephone number and postal address.
No individual correspondence can be
entered into. 
≤ To order discount Lonely Planet
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

■ My girlfriend and I are plan-
ning to travel round the world

next July for up to a year. What is the
best way of taking our money and
how much will we roughly need if we
are living on a shoestring?
David Salter, by email 

Without knowing where you’re going, I
would estimate you’ll need a figure of
approximately £10,000 each. This
includes around £1,200 for flights,
another £500 for insurance and equip-
ment and an average spend of £20-25
per day on accommodation, food, trans-
port and activities. This figure will
shrink significantly if you’re planning on
working in Australia and New Zealand,
or spending most of your time in India
or south-east Asia. You can also make
savings by sharing accommodation and
self-catering, which could bring a daily
figure down to £15 a day. 

Bear in mind you’ll spend far more in
Australasia and North America than in
other parts of the world. In most places
it’s best to use your UK bank account,
ATMs and internet banking to keep
track of money, though it’s a good idea to
keep some travellers’ cheques and US
dollars on you at all times for
emergencies.

■ We have been invited to spend
Christmas with Italian friends

in Venice. Our teenage son, who is
severely autistic, finds travel stressful
and I refuse to drive to a London air-
port from Yorkshire. So we need to fly
direct to Marco Polo from an airport
in the north of England. Trawling
through airline and holiday websites
using a different departure airport
for each search is getting depressing.
Can you help?
E Joss, Leeds 

Jet2 (www.jet2.com) flies from Leeds
Bradford Airport direct to Venice Marco
Polo, a short hop across the water from
Venice itself. Tickets for December will
go on sale online in June and fares start
at £21 one way including taxes – but
expect to pay more to travel over the
Christmas period.

■ My daughter, her partner and
their three children (aged six,

four and eight months) will be
attending a wedding in Cairns in mid-
August. While they're on that side of
the world, they'd like to see some
more of the country without spend-
ing all their time travelling, and
would like to incorporate a beach hol-
iday during their four-week stay.

They’d like to know whether
Sydney is a good place to explore with
young children, what there is for
them in Brisbane, and whether hiring
a camper van in Cairns and travelling

south to Brisbane would be a reason-
able way of achieving their
objectives. Have you any ideas?
Jean, Reading

The east coast of Australia is great for
kids – the only possible concern is
doing a bit too much. For this reason
Sydney may be a bit too far to get to on
this trip – plus in August you should
stay north to get the best of the
weather. The beauty of this coast is that
you’re never far away from a great
stretch of sand, somewhere comfort-
able to stay and some breathtaking
natural scenery that the whole family
will enjoy. 

Assuming your family have around
three weeks once the wedding is
finished, they should head north from
Cairns for a few days exploring the
Daintree River and Cape Tribulation
area. The beaches are wonderful and
the rainforest scenery is home to lots of

exciting wildlife. Though most Barrier
Reef sailing, diving and snorkelling
tours leave from Cairns, crowds are far
smaller at Mission Beach and the reef is
closer. Dunk Island makes an ideal day
trip. Sailing the stunning Whitsunday
Islands is another great family activity. 

As well as having superb parks and
kid-friendly museums, Brisbane is
close to Moreton Island, where friendly
dolphins can be fed and petted, and
Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary. Just south
of Brisbane, the Gold Coast is packed
with theme parks.

Distances can be long and, even on
the thousand-mile journey from Cairns
to Brisbane, most travellers find them-
selves spending a few days simply
driving from A to B. Hiring a camper
van is a common way of getting around
and camping is great fun for families. 

■ We have booked a cruise to the
Baltic region in June, visiting

Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki, 
St Petersburg, Tallinn, Gdansk and
Oslo, but never for more than a few
hours. What can we see in each port
of call in such a short space of time?
S N Samat, Leicester 

With only a few hours in port you’ve
got a couple of choices: take the tour
offered by your cruise or make your
own way. The tour will be a good way to
see a lot in a short time and where
there’s plenty to see, this is a good
option. While St Petersburg is well-
known, the wealth of cultural sights in
Oslo are less well-visited. Don’t miss
the outdoor Norsk Folkemuseum, Thor
Heyerdahl’s Kon-Tiki and the magnifi-
cent Vikingskipshuset, home to three
excavated longships.

In a few places I wouldn’t organise
anything at all – both Stockholm and
Tallinn have compact historic centres
and lovely shopping streets – though
some rigorous exploration is called for
elsewhere. Gdansk has some fascinat-
ing historical sites nearby including
Malbork Castle, a giant medieval fort
that’s a short train ride away, and the
funky port city of Gdynia just up the
coast. Helsinki is a great city for a
guided walking tour and a half-day trip
to the island fortress of Suomenlinna.

LETTER OF THE WEEK
I’d love to visit Iceland but don’t want to fly. Is it true I can catch a ferry
from Scotland? And how much time should I set aside for this?
Allen Brandon, Brighton 

From mid-May to September a Smyril Line (01595 690845; www.smyril-line.
com) ship sails from Bergen in Norway to Iceland. On the way it calls at Lerwick
in the Shetland Islands where you can pick it up, then Torshavn in the Faroe
Islands (which are pictured). The chance to see these windy, green north
Atlantic islands is a real bonus. It costs £500 return in the high season, far more
expensive than flying, and you also need to get to the Shetlands. Northlink
Ferries (www.northlink ferries.co.uk) offers an overnight service from
Aberdeen for around £165 return. An alternative is to take the ferry one way and
fly back with Iceland Express (www.icelandexpress.com) – flights to London
start at £69. The journey from Aberdeen to Iceland takes around three days. 

As I slip and slide along the icy roads of
the centre of Cervinia in Italy, wearing
heavy, unclipped ski boots and carrying
skis and sticks, while towing a group of
kids behind, scattering hats, gloves and
scarves, I have to remind myself several
times that this is supposed to be fun.

The next day we are off to a red run.
The leader takes my group to a chair lift,
of which I have a terrible fear. Two by
two the group disappears into the dis-
tance. I am the last. I hesitate. Will I
ever find them again if I don’t follow?
Couldn’t I just sit in the cafe and wait for
them to return? But maybe they will be
waiting for me at the top?

The chair swings round. I miss it, and
then the next two. The queue behind
me is becoming very impatient. A
fourth chair arrives and I gingerly slide
down towards it and throw myself onto
the seat. A huge man sits next to me.
The chair lift starts its ascent. All seems
well. The bar comes down. My skis stay
on. I don’t drop my sticks. I begin to
relax… the views are spectacular. As we
approach the end I see that the group is
waiting for me. I start to worry about
getting off and decide to let the large
man go first. He calmly skis away. 

I realise that I have now left it too
late, and that the chair is starting to rise
again. I panic and jump off. 

My right ski goes down straight but
my left ski drops on top of it. I fall for-
ward, twisting my knee in a direction
that God had not intended. Pain shoots
up my leg. I cannot get up and I lie there
wondering if I can somehow move out
of the way. Suddenly that is no longer
an option, as the two people on the
chair behind arrive, one falling on me.
More pain – in my right knee.

The lift is stopped and people crowd
round me. ‘Try to get up,’ someone
helpfully suggests.

Soon the delightfully named ‘blood
wagon’ arrives. I make the speediest
descent I have ever made, passing my
children on the way down. ‘Isn’t that
mum’s mauve jacket?’ shouts one.

Arriving at the local hospital, I find
myself at number seven in the queue of
stretchers that have arrived that morn-
ing. I am told that I have two ruptured
ligaments and leave on crutches.

I spend the rest of the holiday in the
hotel. Two extra seats are reserved for
my plastered leg on the return flight.

Kay Bagon

Have you had a crap holiday? If so,
write in and tell us about it. The writer
of stories we publish will receive a copy
of The Idler Book of Crap Holidays.
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk

MYCRAP HOLIDAY

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM

Mum, why is your
leg back to front?

AZED No. 1,764 Plain

ACROSS
2 It'll show very little movement in radar image (5)
6 Fish caught by gannet or skua (5)

11 Road up, i.e. ante being repaired – cause of problem at traffic
lights? (12)

13 Present pupil carried in wild ’orse's ride? (7)
14 Monkey doctor holding limb fixed (8)
15 Cokes nowadays millions will get in to drink (4)
16 Odd bits in Thermos? Get strainer (5)
17 Hurdle fold's left inside (5)
18 Heavenly body (to audience) getting increasingly fleshy (7)
19 Grand court enveloped in old fashioned red timber (7)
20 Opposing bridge players after what they may make remains (5)
22 Eastern grouping, one spanning ocean (5)
25 Kabul cash accounting for 50% of prize … (4)
27 … That's this, fine when a chap bags it (8)
29 Lumpy middle of flan in misshapen round (7)
30 In love I lose mate, distraught? Being thus I'm apt to? (12)
31 Troy (i.e. fragment thereof) found in an Arab cave, ancient (5)
32 Purge, one ingested by Irish? (5)

DOWN
1 Shepherd's club battered sad fallen man (12, 2 words) 
2 Lament indisposition after whole piece of cloth is lifted (6) 
3 Linked couple in exquisite marriage (4)
4 See me embarking on long elaborate lyric, playing organ (8)
5 Russian millet one's favouring, very good (5)
6 Alcoholic drink, wine perhaps, candle-lit (7)
7 King on coin creating tumult in Shakespeare (4)
8 Cupid's term, oddly, for seed conveyor (10)
9 Coffins are gently touching, with pet's last interred (5)

10 Operatic poet-musician writing in German about a flower (12)
12 Strengthen old fellow for final set-to (10)
16 Oxford scholar who shows uncommon speed rising and bagging

degree (8)
18 Chief steward enveloping acre in second of two layers of

humus (7)
21 Centres to get balls may support outside break, passing (6)
23 Opening? The one for mail in porch (5)
24 Kin kicking out ma? The old gape (5)
26 Crufts team has placed —–s? Farce! (4)
28 ‘River' girl lives above lake with one (4)

The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,764, The
Observer, 3-7 Herbal Hill,
London EC1R 5EJ

Across 2, b(all) in anag.; 11,
anag. + l(in)e, & lit.; 14,
(n)utter; 15, rootle(t); 16, re
tire4; 20, remede ca. ca. all in
co.; 28. (one) in scant; 29, see
del.
Down  1, NT r in i.e. + n chant;
5, sv th-; 7, l + anag. all in usual;
9, inti + L (= lire); 21, r, l o' all in
men; 24, anag. less chin.

AZED No. 1,761 Prizewinners
1 D. Fricker, Bexhill-on-Sea, E. Sussex
2 E.M. Keating, Birmingham, Michigan, 

USA
3 P.E. Radburn, Eastleigh, Hants

AZED 1,761 Solution & notes
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Sicily
An island of
beauty and
extreme variety

8 days from £379

April to October 2006

Departing from Stansted &
Manchester with selected
departures from Aberdeen,
Exeter, Blackpool, Bournemouth,
Cardiff, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Humberside, Leeds Bradford,
Newcastle & Norwich

The island of Sicily is simply beautiful, blending mountainous landscape and dramatic coast and steeped in a

fabulous art and architectural heritage.

The resort of Cefalu, a typical small Sicilian town, is the base for this week long break, dominated by its

beautiful Norman cathedral and home to one of the finest Byzantine mosaics in the world. The town is nestled

alongside a superb beach of golden sand and offers a fine selection of shops, restaurants and pavement cafés.

Price includes
• Return charter flights to Sicily from the choice of UK airports above

• Airport to hotel transfers

• Seven nights’ bed and breakfast  accommodation at the three-star Hotel Santa Lucia & Sabbia D’Oro

(other hotels and resorts are available at supplements)

• The services of a representative

Special offer – four day break from just £199, departing 3 May 2006 & six day break from just £239
departing 1 May, 2006 from London Stansted also available – please call for further details.

Call 0870 836 0835Quote Advert Code GUA

For a selection of Reader Offer holidays visit: guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers

Email: gua@newmarket-group.co.uk
Call charges may vary depending on service provider. This holiday is organised by Newmarket Air Holidays

Ltd, McMillan House, Cheam Common Road, Worcester Park, KT4 8RQ, ABTA V7812 ATOL Protected 2325

and is offered subject to availability. Prices do not inclued travel insurance. Fax: 020 8330 6819.


